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INTRODUCTION

Information and communication technologies (ICT) have become commonplace entities in all
aspects of life. Due to incredible progress in information and communication technology, the
scenario of contemporary teaching techniques is entirely changed. The teacher of 21* century
should shed traditional perceptions and techniques of classroom teaching and should implement
the recent and novel teaching techniques. English language teachers must be innovative,
imaginative, and resourceful and have thorough knowledge of the subject and adopt new
techniques to change socio, economic status of the country. According to Daniels (2002) ICTs
have become within a very short time, one of the basic building blocks of modern society. Many
countries now regard understanding ICT and mastering the basic skills and concepts of ICT as
part of the core of education. Hence a teacher has to advance and update knowledge of modern
techniques to meet the demands of changing world as ICT has the potential to innovate, accelerate,
enrich, and deepen skills, to motivate and engage students and create economic viability for
tomorrow’s workers. Use of ICT in education develops higher order skills such as collaborating
across time and place and solving complex real world problems (Bottino, 2003; Bhattacharya
and Sharma, 2007; Mason, 2000; Lim and Hang, 2003). It improves the perception and
understanding of the world of the student. Thus, ICT can be used to prepare the workforce for
the information society and the new global economy (Kozma, 2005).

ICT - enhance the quality of teaching and Learning

In a rapidly changing world, basic education is essential for an individual be able to access and
apply information. Contemporary ICTs are able to provide strong support for the learners as
ICTs by their very nature are tools that encourage and support independent learning. According
to Zhao and Cziko (2001) three conditions are necessary for teachers to introduce ICT into their
classrooms: teachers should believe in the effectiveness of technology, teachers should believe
that the use of technology will not cause any disturbances, and finally teachers should believe
that they have control over technology. However, research studies show that most teachers do
not make use of the potential of ICT to contribute to the quality of learning environments, although
they value this potential quite significantly (Smeets, 2005). The integration of ICT in classroom
teaching has brought education into one step higher from the traditional technique. Students
using ICTs for learning purposes become immersed in the process of learning and as more and

more students use computers as information sources and cognitive tools (Reeves & Jonassen,

1996), the influence of the technology on supporting how students learn will continue to increase.
- In the past, the conventional process of teaching has revolved around teachers planning and
. leading students through a series of instructional sequences to achieve a desired learning outcome.
5 Contemporary learning theory is based on the notion that learning is an active process of
~ constructing knowledge rather than acquiring knowledge and that instruction is the process by
- which this knowledge construction is supported rather than a process of knowledge transmission

21







